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Foreword

The transition to sustainable development is impossible without the creation of new
technologies, the training of professional personnel, and the conducting of large-scale natural-
science and socio-humanitarian research. Taking this into account, leading universities can
become real drivers and catalysts for the transition of national economies to sustainable
development.

Within the BRICS framework, scientific and educational cooperation on sustainable
development issues is intensifying. Academic networks and joint laboratories are growing,
digital platforms for carbon footprint monitoring and MRV (Monitoring, Reporting, and
Verification) approaches are appearing, and educational programs on climate and sustainable
development are expanding. Higher education in BRICS countries is becoming a key driver of
the "green"” transition on the ground: universities manage large infrastructure, shape the social
development agenda, train personnel for the low-carbon economy, and conduct applied
research for cities and municipalities.

Furthermore, leading national universities involve in their orbit many partners who concentrate
around scientific and educational centers. By their example, universities stimulate partners to
carry out ESG transformation, thereby exerting a positive impact on the transition to
sustainable development for many economic sectors and spheres of public life. To
comprehensively involve leading universities of BRICS countries in work on the transition to
sustainable development and ESG transformation, the Russian intellectual platform
INVENTORUS, with the scientific and methodological support of the Center for Sustainable
Development Management of the Faculty of Economics of Lomonosov Moscow State
University (MSU), conducted work on compiling the ESG ranking of leading BRICS universities.

ESG Ranking of Leading BRICS Universities is a comprehensive assessment of the
contribution of higher education institutions to the formation of a sustainable agenda. It
covers all aspects of sustainable development (environmental, social, economic) and all
university missions (educational, scientific, social). We expect that the ranking will become
an indicator of ESG transformation and a tool for identifying best practices in the field of
sustainable development, useful for both BRICS universities and other interested parties—
government structures, non-profit organizations, and the public.
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Key insights

= Almostin each of the BRICS countries there is a university that is among the leaders
of the ESG agenda in the international space. The ranking leaders who received
maximum scores are distributed evenly among the countries of the integration
association. Such decentralization of leadership testifies to the formation of several
centers of competence at once in BRICS, where the global sustainable development
agenda is adapted to the specific challenges facing national economies. Exceptions
remain only Iran, for whose universities insufficient information transparency is still
characteristic, and Ethiopia, which is generally at an earlier stage of development of
the higher education system.

» Leading universities of BRICS countries are actively involved in scientific and
educational activities in the sphere of sustainable development, while scientific
research on ESG topics is conducted more often than educational initiatives are
implemented. Research centers and laboratories, whose activities are directly related
to sustainable development issues, have been created in 59 out of 65 studied
universities, while thematic educational programs are implemented in 42 out of 65
universities.

* In BRICS countries, the national specificity of choosing priorities for the ESG
transformation of universities, associated with state regulation, is clearly expressed.
Universities in Brazil, Hong Kong, South Africa, and Russia are quite actively involved
in social support for students, inclusiveness, and the creation of a barrier-free
environment, while in mainland China, India, and Iran, state priorities are shifted toward
environmental efficiency and the development of "green" technologies.

» Scientific research of BRICS universities on sustainable development issues is not
yet sufficiently converted into their practical activities. While scientific publications
and patents on low-carbon development and energy efficiency exist in almost every
one of the studied universities, the corresponding technologies are implemented in
only half of the universities (39 out of 65 universities take measures to monitor and
reduce greenhouse gas emissions, 33 out of 65 universities implement energy- and
water-saving technologies). BRICS universities have significant opportunities to
reduce their environmental footprint by implementing innovations developed by
researchers working in them.

* The transition from point projects to systemic "sustainable" transformation is a
significant challenge for BRICS country universities. "Green campus" practices are
implemented in almost all studied BRICS universities, however, in most cases, they are
fragmentary rather than systemic and regular in nature. In most cases, we are talking
about either the implementation of individual solutions (for example, waste sorting
systems or electric vehicles on campus territory) or about pilot implementation of
"green" projects in individual buildings and facilities. A similar picture is observed in
terms of a barrier-free environment: in most universities it was successfully created
only in individual buildings and areas.

* Leading universities of BRICS countries actively disclose information about their
actions in the sphere of sustainable development; however, systemic consistency
and regularity of this work is often lacking. 49 out of 65 universities publish
information about sustainable development in a thematic section of their official
website, 36 out of 65 universities have prepared a sustainable development report at
least once (in some cases, for individual subdivisions). At the same time, in 20 out of
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36 cases, the publication of non-financial reporting is irregular in nature: reports are
either not published annually, or the format of information presentation in them
changes so much that it limits the possibilities for tracking the dynamics of
environmental, social, and managerial indicators.

= Universities of BRICS countries have significant potential for accelerating their ESG
transformation both with the help of international cooperation and thanks to the
scaling of best practices at the national level. In the first case, we are talking about
the exchange of experience within international networks and partnership agreements
in the sphere of sustainable development. Currently, less than half of the universities
studied participate in such forms of cooperation, and the activity of network
cooperation between universities of BRICS countries is an order of magnitude inferior
to the interaction of European universities. In the second case, it implies scaling at the
university level of practices and approaches existing in individual subdivisions.
Indicative is the example of leading universities in China and Russia—Peking University
and Lomonosov Moscow State University. Cases of the Peking University School of
Management and the MSU Faculty of Economics illustrate the formation of local
"growth points" within universities, where the pace of ESG transformation significantly
outpaces the university-wide level.
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Ranking results

Universities with the same score share the same position (rank) in the ranking
(for example, all universities with a score of 100 points share first rank). Within each ranking
position, universities are listed alphabetically.

Position . .
ﬂ

American University in Cairo (AUC) Egypt

RUDN University Russia

Stellenbosch University South Africa

The Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK) Hong Kong

The Hong Kong Polytechnic University (PolyU) Hong Kong 100
Tsinghua University China

Universitas Gadjah Mada (UGM) Indonesia

University of Cape Town (UCT) South Africa
University of Sdo Paulo (USP) Brazil

HSE University Russia

Indian Institute of Technology Roorkee (IIT Roorkee) India

Khalifa University UAE 95
The University of Hong Kong (HKU) Hong Kong
Universitas Airlangga (UNAIR) Indonesia

University of the Witwatersrand (Wits) South Africa
American University of Sharjah (AUS) UAE

Cairo University Egypt

Diponegoro University (UNDIP) Indonesia

Moscow Institute of Physics and Technology (MIPT) Russia 90
Saint Petersburg State University Russia

United Arab Emirates University (UAEU) UAE

University of Johannesburg South Africa
University of Sharjah UAE

Abu Dhabi University (ADU) UAE

Alexandria University Egypt

Federal University of Minas Gerais (UFMG) Brazil

Indian Institute of Technology Madras (IIT Madras) India

Lomonosov Moscow State University (MSU) Russia 85
Universidade Federal de Santa Catarina (UFSC) Brazil

University of Indonesia (Ul) Indonesia

University of Pretoria (UP) South Africa

Ural Federal University (UrFU) Russia
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Position
m

Zayed University

Ain Shams University Egypt
Federal University of Rio de Janeiro (UFRJ) Brazil
5 Indian Institute of Technology Delhi (IIT Delhi) India 80
Universidade Federal de Sdo Paulo (UNIFESP) Brazil
University of Campinas (UNICAMP) Brazil
University of the Western Cape (UWC) South Africa
Bandung Institute of Technology (ITB) Indonesia
Bauman Moscow State Technical University (BMSTU) = Russia
Indian Institute of Technology Kharagpur (IIT
6 Kharagpur) India 75
Institut Teknologi Sepuluh Nopember (ITS) Indonesia
North-West University (NWU) South Africa
Peking University China
Pontifical Catholic University of Rio de Janeiro (PUC-
Rio) Brazil
7 Tomsk State University Russia 70
University of KwaZulu-Natal (UKZN) South Africa
University of Tehran Iran
Zhejiang University China
Addis Ababa University Ethiopia
8 Mansoura University Egypt 65
Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do Sul (UFRGS) Brazil
Al-Azhar University Egypt
Fudan University China
Indian Institute of Science (I1Sc) India
9 Nanjing University China 60
Novosibirsk State University Russia
Shanghai Jiao Tong University China
Sharif University of Technology Iran
Tehran University of Medical Sciences Iran
10 University of Science and Technology of China (USTC) | China 55
Wuhan University China
11 Amirkabir University of Technology Iran 50

Iran University of Science and Technology Iran
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Leaders by country

Brazil

The leader of the ESG ranking in Brazil is clearly University of Sdo Paulo, which achieved the
maximum score of 100 points. The university also shares the top position in the international
ranking. Among the other Brazilian universities included in the ranking, competition is
relatively close, reflecting the presence of similar sustainable development practices and
approaches. Second place nationally is shared by Federal University of Minas Gerais and
Federal University of Santa Catarina, each with a score of 85 points. Third place is jointly held
by three institutions (University of Campinas, Federal University of Rio de Janeiro, and Federal
University of Sdo Paulo) each scoring 80 points.

Al Universit
the country y

1 University of Sdo Paulo 100

Federal University of Minas Gerais

Federal University of Santa Catarina

Federal University of Rio de Janeiro

3 and Federal University of Sdo Paulo 80
University of Campinas

2 85

Russia

The leader of the ESG ranking among Russian universities is Peoples’ Friendship University of
Russia (RUDN), which achieved the maximum score of 100 points. In the international ESG
ranking of BRICS universities, RUDN is placed in the top group. Second place is held by
National Research University Higher School of Economics (HSE) with a score of 95 points.
Third place is shared by Moscow Institute of Physics and Technology (MIPT) and Saint
Petersburg State University, each scoring 90 points. It should be noted that all these
universities have established a systematic approach to disclosing their activities in
sustainable development, including reporting in alignment with the United Nations SDGs and
national requirements.

SETLEE Universit
the country y

1 Peoples’ Friendship University of Russia (RUDN) 100
2 Higher School of Economics (HSE) 95
3 Moscow Institute of Physics and Technology (MIPT) 90

Saint Petersburg State University
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India

The top three universities in India are all technological institutes located in different regions
of the country. At the BRICS level, these universities rank among the top institutions. The
leader is Indian Institute of Technology Roorkee, which scored 95 points and achieved the
highest performance nationally. Second place goes to Indian Institute of Technology Madras
with 85 points. Third place in the national ranking is held by Indian Institute of Technology
Delhi.

Sl Universit
the country y

1 Indian Institute of Technology Roorkee 95
2 Indian Institute of Technology Madras 85
3 Indian Institute of Technology Delhi 80

Mainland China and Hong Kong

The leaders of the ESG ranking in China (including Hong Kong) are three universities, namely
Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Chinese University of Hong Kong, and Tsinghua University,
each achieving the maximum score of 100 points and securing top positions in the overall
ranking. In terms of the number of “100-point” universities, China (including Hong Kong)
surpasses all other BRICS countries. This result is largely attributable to Hong Kong, whose
universities demonstrate significantly higher ESG performance compared with mainland
Chinese institutions, resulting in a concentration of leading positions at the top of the ranking.
Second place nationally is held by The University of Hong Kong with 95 points, while third
place, with a considerable gap, is shared by Peking University and Zhejiang University, each
scoring 70 points.

senlsll Universit
the country y

Chinese University of Hong Kong

1 Hong Kong Polytechnic University 100
Tsinghua University

2 The University of Hong Kong 95
Peking Universit

3 eking University 70

Zhejiang University
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South Africa

The leaders of the ESG ranking in South Africa are University of Cape Town and Stellenbosch
University, each achieving the maximum score of 100 points and securing top positions in the
overall BRICS ranking. Second place is held by University of the Witwatersrand with 95 points,
while third place goes to University of Johannesburg, which scored 90 points.

s Universit
the country y

Stellenbosch University

1 100
University of Cape Town

2 University of the Witwatersrand 95

3 University of Johannesburg 90

Egypt

The leader of the ESG ranking in Egypt is American University in Cairo, which achieved 100
points and ranks among the BRICS leaders. Second place is held by Cairo University with 90
points, while third place goes to Alexandria University, which scored 85 points.

Rank in Universit
the country y

1 American University in Cairo 100

2 Cairo University 90

3 Alexandria University 85
Indonesia

The leader of the ESG ranking in Indonesia is Gadjah Mada University, which achieved the
maximum score of 100 points and shares first place in the overall ranking. Following closely
is Airlangga University with 95 points, while third place is held by Diponegoro University, which
scored 90 points.

SETLEE Universit
the country y

1 Gadjah Mada University 100
2 Airlangga University 95
3 Diponegoro University 90




ESG Ranking of Leading BRICS Universities

Iran

In Iran, the ESG ranking is led by University of Tehran, which scored 70 points and occupies,
along with several other institutions, seventh place in the overall BRICS ranking. Second place
nationally is held by Sharif University of Technology with 60 points, while third place goes to
Tehran University of Medical Sciences, which scored 55 points. Iranian universities remain
only minimally engaged in ESG information disclosure; even the country’s leading institutions
do not yet rank among the top universities in the BRICS sample overall.

Sl Universit
the country y

1 University of Tehran 70
2 Sharif University of Technology 60
3 Tehran University of Medical Sciences 55

United Arab Emirates

Universities in the UAE are actively engaged in sustainable development and ESG
transformation. The leader among national institutions is Khalifa University, which scored 95
points and holds second place (alongside several other universities) in the overall BRICS
ranking. Second place nationally is shared by three universities (American University of
Sharjah, United Arab Emirates University, and University of Sharjah) each scoring 90 points.
Third place is jointly held by Abu Dhabi University and Zayed University, each with 85 points.

senlsll Universit
the country y

1 Khalifa University 95
American University of Sharjah

2 United Arab Emirates University 90
University of Sharjah
Abu Dhabi Universi

3 u ab'l Unlyersny 85
Zayed University

Ethiopia

Ethiopia is represented in the ranking by a single institution, Addis Ababa University.
Information on the university’s activities in the field of sustainable development remains
limited, which is reflected in its relatively low ESG score of 65 points. In the overall BRICS
ranking, this placed the university in a shared eighth position.
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Best practices by country

This section presents the best practices of BRICS universities in key aspects of ESG
transformation: education and research in sustainable development, implementation of green
technologies, development of inclusive environments, and information disclosure. Practices
are showcased for all BRICS countries as of early 2026, except for Iran and Ethiopia. We hope
that over time, as universities in these countries engage more deeply with the ESG agenda and
improve their transparency, best practices from Iran and Ethiopia will also emerge.

Brazil

University of Sao Paulo has adopted and implements the university-wide Sustainability
Program, USPSusten, which aims to generate knowledge for building a sustainable society,
preserving the environment, and training professionals committed to these goals. The
university also maintains an official Inclusivity Policy, ensuring architectural,
communicational, and digital accessibility across the campus. Special inclusion commissions
regularly identify barriers and propose measures to remove them. In the field of renewable
energy, the university has implemented a bioenergy facility for converting organic waste into
biogas and biofuel, as well as installing a solar power plant.

Federal University of Minas Gerais supports a dedicated portal that publishes descriptions of
how sustainability challenges are addressed on campus and reports the university’s actions
in alignment with the United Nations SDGs. Since 2013, the university has held an
Environmental Week during the first week of June, featuring seminars, discussion groups, and
lectures that are free and open to all interested parties. The university also operates the EEco
Environmental Station, which encompasses two fragments of protected forest areas. This
station plays a critical role in biodiversity conservation and in preserving the cultural values
associated with the history of the campus and the city of Belo Horizonte.

Federal University of Santa Catarina has launched a waste separation initiative in Ararangua,
a municipality without a formal recycling system—contributing to waste-sorting practices
beyond the campus. To promote an accessible environment, the university established the
Coordination Center for Educational Accessibility (CAE), which implements the principle of
guaranteeing the rights of people with disabilities through equal educational opportunities.

University of Campinas runs the Sustainable Campus project in partnership with a leading
energy company. The project aims to enhance campus infrastructure and, through research
and development of new technologies, improve the quality of teaching and research, turning
Unicamp into Latin America’s largest “living laboratory” for renewable energy and energy
sustainability. The university is also actively engaged in international sustainability
collaborations, participating in networks such as the Sustainable Development Solutions
Network and the International Sustainable Campus Network.

Federal University of Rio de Janeiro adopted a new Sustainability Policy in 2025, which seeks
to unify the efforts of the university community to advance sustainability and regenerative
education through an interdisciplinary approach. The policy places particular emphasis on
raising awareness within the academic community regarding sustainable development
issues.
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Russia

At Peoples’ Friendship University of Russia (RUDN), sustainability-focused programs are
implemented across all levels of higher education: undergraduate studies (program Ecology
and Sustainable Development), master's studies (program Environmental Protection and
Sustainable Development Expertise), and doctoral studies. The university published its first
sustainability report for 2021 and became the first Russian university to receive independent
professional and public assurance of its non-financial reporting. RUDN also organizes large-
scale events, including an annual international conference dedicated to the UN SDGs.

At National Research University Higher School of Economics (HSE), a dedicated portal,
Sustainable Development at HSE, provides extensive quantitative and qualitative information
on the university's ESG transformation. The university implements a comprehensive program
to enhance campus sustainability and accessibility. For students with special needs, safe
routes from the metro have been established, and specialized equipment such as Braille
printers, video magnifiers, and assistive computers are provided. Energy audits and
conservation measures are implemented, alongside a waste-separation program.

Moscow Institute of Physics and Technology (MIPT) is undertaking phased modernization of
lighting and heating systems, including the transition to LED lighting in academic buildings
and dormitories, as well as upgrading heating and ventilation systems. Specialized containers
for waste separation have been installed across the student campus in Dolgoprudny, including
near dormitories and academic buildings. Although sustainability is not offered as a separate
major, the topic is actively integrated into courses and programs in nanotechnology,
biotechnology, and renewable energy.

At Saint Petersburg State University, the goal of sustainability initiatives is the
implementation of resource-saving principles. The university has adopted an environmental
policy emphasizing maximum use of its scientific potential for environmentally and socially
oriented projects. An Inclusive Education Center has been established to support inclusive
education by providing students with disabilities with the necessary informational, social-
pedagogical, and methodological assistance.

At Lomonosov Moscow State University, significant sustainability initiatives are concentrated
within the Faculty of Economics. Since 2021, the faculty has proactively published annual
sustainability reports in accordance with GRI recommendations. The faculty offers a master’s
program titled National Models of Sustainable Development, and in 2025 the Department of
Environmental Economics was renamed the Department of Sustainable Development and
Environmental Economics. Additionally, the faculty established a Research Center for
Sustainable Development Management. Other faculties at Moscow State University also
conduct research in sustainable development and develop sustainability-related courses.

India

Indian Institute of Technology Roorkee implements a range of social and environmental
initiatives that are significant for local communities. Notably, the Academy for the Deaf (AAD)
is a social initiative of IITR that provides quality education to children with speech and hearing
impairments in Roorkee and the surrounding areas. The university publishes an annual
sustainability report detailing projects for both internal and external stakeholders.
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The Sustainability School, a unit of Indian Institute of Technology Madras, is one of the
leading centers providing information on technologies related to sustainable development
and the impacts of their implementation. The school aims to establish itself as a leader in
sustainability education and research within the Global South. The university’s activities are
disclosed in its sustainability report, with particular emphasis on climate-related issues.

Indian Institute of Technology Delhi has made its campus accessible for people with
disabilities by installing ramps and elevators, and by establishing India’s first fully accessible
chemistry laboratory with adjustable workbenches. The university has implemented modern
solutions to create an environmentally friendly campus, operating primarily on renewable
energy, reusing wastewater, and recycling most of its waste.

Mainland China and Hong Kong

Hong Kong Polytechnic University implements sustainable development programs (primarily
in the field of environmental engineering education) at all levels, including undergraduate,
master’s, and doctoral (PhD) studies. Both campuses have been designed in accordance with
accessibility standards: all buildings are equipped with ramps, elevators featuring Braille
buttons and audio announcements, and escalators with audible signals. The campus
infrastructure also includes designated parking spaces, accessible restrooms, tactile
guidance paths, and full wheelchair access throughout.

Chinese University of Hong Kong, instead of publishing a traditional sustainability report, has
launched an electronic publication entitled Sustainability Matters, aimed at showcasing the
university’s efforts in advancing social responsibility and achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs). Among its key social priorities is the empowerment of women.
Through targeted initiatives, research, and community engagement, the university
systematically addresses the challenges faced by women both within academia and beyond.

Tsinghua University regularly publishes reports on its activities in alignment with the United
Nations SDGs. These reports not only outline general actions taken under each goal, but also
present specific cases and initiatives associated with them. As part of its “green campus”
development strategy, the university organizes a student competition focused on designing a
low-carbon campus.

At The University of Hong Kong, the Business School serves as the flagship unit driving ESG
transformation. In addition to implementing large-scale social and environmental initiatives
(disclosed in its non-financial reporting), the school actively promotes ESG transformation in
the business sector. The iCube project functions as a network supporting entrepreneurs who
advance positive changes in the field of ESG; to date, more than 40 organizations have
become members of the initiative.

South Africa

University of Cape Town is widely regarded as one of the global pioneers of ESG
transformation and was among the first institutions to sign the Talloires Declaration in 1990,
one of the landmark documents in the field of sustainable development. In 2008, the university
adopted a policy document entitled Green Campus Policy Framework. This document,

15
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supplemented the following year by an action plan, laid the foundation for responsible
resource use and environmental sustainability. Among the concrete measures introduced was
the requirement that all new buildings obtain at least a 4-star Green Star certification from the
Green Building Council of South Africa (GBCSA).

The Environmental Sustainability Plan of Stellenbosch University includes a roadmap for
responsible development in compliance with environmental standards and without depleting
natural resources. The plan sets the following targets: carbon neutrality by 2030, net-zero
carbon emissions by 2045, and full net-zero status by 2050 (in alignment with United Nations
objectives).

University of the Witwatersrand implements educational programs addressing the
environmental dimensions of sustainable development at all levels of study, including joint
PhD programs with partner universities worldwide. The university has established the
Disability Rights Unit (DRU), whose stated mission is to ensure that the university is open and
accessible to all, providing support to students and staff with visual, mobility, and hearing
impairments.

University of Johannesburg articulates its priorities in achieving the United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) at the level of individual faculties. For example, the
Faculty of Humanities focuses on goals related to education and equality, while the Faculty of
Health Sciences prioritizes the goal of ensuring health and well-being. The university has also
established the Centre for Psychological Services and Career Development (PsyCaD), which
not only supports students with disabilities but also promotes students’ mental well-being.

Egypt

American University in Cairo adopts a comprehensive approach to sustainable development,
addressing the issue from multiple dimensions. The university reduces its carbon emissions,
promotes environmental research and education, implements waste recycling programs, and
raises public awareness. Its website features a list of “sustainable campus” initiatives, among
which AccessAUC stands out as a flagship inclusion project. Within this initiative, wheelchair-
accessible pathways have been constructed, accessible dormitories and an inclusive sports
center have been equipped, and tactile navigation paths for the visually impaired have been
installed.

Cairo University declares its commitment to regional leadership as a model of sustainable
development among North African universities. The institution undertakes efforts to create a
sustainable campus and to strengthen its social responsibility agenda. In particular, the
university has established a Center for the Support of Persons with Disabilities, whose
strategic objective is to adapt the learning environment and facilitate the integration of
students with disabilities into campus life.

Alexandria University publishes sustainability reports that include an assessment of the
campus carbon footprint and outline concrete measures for its reduction. Notably, the
university has implemented a project to install a rooftop solar photovoltaic power plant on the
administrative building.
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Indonesia

To promote coordination and synergy across its education, teaching, and community
engagement activities in support of sustainable development, Gadjah Mada University has
established an SDG Center. Among the Center's key areas of activity and research are
biodiversity conservation projects, natural disaster monitoring, and initiatives aimed at
reducing the carbon footprint of agriculture.

A similar SDG Center has been established at Airlangga University. In addition to preparing
conventional sustainability reports, the Center develops policy recommendations and
implementation guidelines on sustainable development principles for key stakeholders.

Diponegoro University discloses on its website several quantitative indicators of
environmental transformation that demonstrate significant progress. More than 95% of the
waste generated at the university has been recycled. Moreover, the portfolio of renewable
energy sources generated and utilized by the university includes hydropower, solar panels,
wind energy, biogas, and biodiesel fuel.

United Arab Emirates

Khalifa University is committed to achieving net-zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050 in
alignment with the UAE's national initiative “Net Zero by 2050.” Within this commitment, the
university has developed a five-year sustainability strategy based on the 2024 emissions
baseline. The strategy establishes clear and achievable targets for reducing its carbon
footprint, while simultaneously fostering innovation, advancing research, and strengthening
community engagement.

American University of Sharjah is likewise actively engaged in the decarbonization agenda.
In partnership with a consulting firm, the university conducted its first greenhouse gas
emissions assessment, establishing a baseline and science-based reduction targets in
accordance with the Science Based Targets initiative (SBTi). As part of its social initiatives,
plans have been developed to enhance campus accessibility, including the provision of
specially equipped dormitory rooms for individuals with special needs.

United Arab Emirates University has adopted a Sustainability Policy that provides for
achieving carbon neutrality by 2045. This policy entails emissions reductions and the
transition to clean technologies. The document also sets forth commitments to reduce energy
and water consumption through system optimization and the deployment of efficient
technologies.

On the campus of University of Sharjah, three wind turbines (with a combined capacity of 600
W), a bioreactor, and a small-scale solar power installation (2.52 kW) have been installed. A
hybrid energy system (solar and wind) is being implemented, and biogas is being produced.
The university also undertakes water conservation measures, which are particularly critical
given the country’s arid climate: wastewater is collected, technically treated, and reused for
irrigation purposes.




ESG Ranking of Leading BRICS Universities

Methodology and sample

Factors and evaluation criteria

The ranking is based on 20 evaluation criteria grouped into five factors (four indicators in each
factor).

Factor 1. Education and Awareness-Raising in Sustainable Development
1.1 Availability of academic programs in sustainable development and its specific dimensions

1.2 Integration and accessibility of sustainable development courses and modules within the
university’s core academic programs

1.3 Textbooks and teaching materials on sustainable development published by the university

1.4 Outreach and awareness-raising initiatives (including online lectures and open public
events) dedicated to sustainable development

Factor 2. Research and Scholarship for Sustainable Development
2.1 Presence of research centers and departments focused on sustainable development

2.2 Publication and patent activity in sustainable development, including outputs indexed in
leading international journals and databases

2.3 Organization of conferences and other scholarly events devoted to sustainable
development

2.4 Participation in international networks, consortia, and research projects related to
sustainable development

Factor 3. Environmental Transformation of the University

3.1 Implementation of “green campus” initiatives (including environmentally sustainable
infrastructure and sustainable mobility solutions)

3.2 Measures and projects aimed at monitoring and reducing greenhouse gas emissions

3.3 Measures and projects aimed at improving energy efficiency and promoting responsible
water management

3.4 Waste sorting and separate waste collection practices implemented on campus
Factor 4. Social Transformation of the University

4.1 Institutional commitment to diversity support (including gender equality, intercultural
dialogue, and anti-discrimination policies)

4.2 Initiatives aimed at creating and developing a barrier-free (accessible) campus
environment

4.3 Support mechanisms for students and staff facing difficult life circumstances
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4.4 Charitable and community-oriented projects implemented for external stakeholders (local
communities, vulnerable populations, etc.)

Factor 5. Transparency and Stakeholder Engagement
5.1 Existence of an endowment fund with publicly disclosed performance indicators

5.2 Public disclosure of information on the university’s sustainable development activities via
its official website

5.3 Disclosure of activities aligned with the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs)

5.4 Availability of non-financial reports issued by the university and its subdivisions

Calculation approach

Within the framework of the present ranking, a binary scoring principle is applied to each
criterion. A university receives 1 point for a given criterion if it demonstrates activities,
projects, or practices corresponding to that criterion, and 0 points if such activities, projects,
or practices are absent.

The calculation of the ranking is based exclusively on publicly available sources. This implies
that a university is assigned 0 points for a given criterion if it engages in activities related to
that criterion (for example, by implementing waste-sorting practices) but does not disclose
relevant information in the public domain.

The values of the composite index, based on which universities are ranked, are calculated
using the following formula:

20
Indexgss =5 Z Criteria;

i=1

Thus, the index values are distributed within the interval from 0 (for a hypothetical university
that has received 0 points across all criteria) to 100 (for a hypothetical university that has
received 1 point for every criterion).

Sampling principles

The ranking sample comprises the leading universities of each BRICS country. To ensure
maximum objectivity in classifying an institution as “leading,” the methodology applies the
following principle: a university must rank among the top 10 institutions in its country in at
least three out of four major global university rankings:

Times Higher Education (THE) World University Rankings, QS World University Rankings,
Academic Ranking of World Universities (ARWU), and the Moscow International University
Ranking (MoslIUR).
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In 2026, the ranking includes 65 universities from all BRICS countries. In accordance with the
principle outlined above, the number of institutions representing each country is not uniform.
China (including Hong Kong), which holds leading positions across numerous international
rankings, is represented by 11 universities. By contrast, Ethiopia whose participation in
international academic rankings remains limited is represented by only one university.
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